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Stabat Mater Speciosa

from the oratorio 'Christus'

Franz Liszt

Lento sostenuto, misterioso

The beautiful mother stood, Jjoyful beside the hay
_ A s pPp pPp
7 ] — T I T \
A\SV/ | | 1 ] | | 1 | AY 1 | | ] 1 | ]
D) \ \ \ r | I \ \ \ \ \ |4 \ ] \
Sta - bat Ma - ter spe - ci - o - sa, Jux - ta foe - num gau - di - o
) i/ | | — | | | PP | | A | |
A j — N— —1 —r— 1 ] ] N—— j 1
f o o [ —— 2] \
Q) _ _ _ [ |
Sta - bat Ma - ter spe - ci - 0o - sa, Jux - ta foe - num gau -di - o
A & PP PP
IV ) [ [ N [ ]
y AR £ ) I I | Ny I I | I y 2 I I I I Ny I I I |
[ [an A W] | | 1 1y | | 1 | PN [ | | | N | | |
ANV} I I | [ ] I I 1 I AS | I I A | I ]
e L .- o o o ) K fo e .- o [ )
Sta - bat Ma - ter spe - ci - o - sa, Jux - ta foe - num gau - di - o
LA s pPp
v A ] | - | -~ I I ]
A\SV} | | ] | | AY ] ]
%) \ \ \ y I, \ \ \ \ \ |4 \ . \
Sta - bat Ma - ter spe - ci - o - sa, Jux - ta foe - num gau - di - o
T e
& fp rel | | } | § [ | } \0 | Y 2 1 | | ] 1 | |
LU W I I T Wi I I T I PN 1 I I 1”4 1 I |
[ [ 1 |4 [ [ 1 [ AY | ! ! r | ! ]
Sta - bat Ma - ter spe - ci - o - sa, Jux - ta foe - num gau -di - o
, PP PP
i A W] | | I i | | I | PN 1 | | ] 1 | |
In \ \ 1 | A—| \ 1 \ < - 1 1 | A—— 1 \
Sta - bat Ma - ter spe - ci - 0o - sa, Jux - ta foe - num gau -di - o
Lento sostenuto, misterioso
04
7 )
y i ) - - - - -
N <
A\SV
DY)
D - - - - -
L 7
9t - = - = =
LA W

Liszt's original score of this movement uses four staves only for the chorus, but dividing sopranos and
tenors much of the time to give the six-part harmony. Such instructions, followed to the letter, could well
produce an unbalanced result, so the six parts are laid out here on separate staves, the middle voices being
named 'mezzo' and 'baritone'. A comparison with the original will show that this greatly facilitates
reading as the piece progresses. It does, however, produce an anomaly at letters C and N, where four bars
of music are sung by the baritones, the line then being continued by the tenors. In Liszt's score this is an
interplay between 2nd and Ist tenors; the darker tone of a baritone section was not envisaged. It might be
better, therefore, to use only that part of the baritone section made up of tenors, supplemented by half of
the 'actual' tenor section to sing these few bars. Alternatively, they could simply be given to those singing
the tenor stave, as happens at letter H, where Liszt gave the whole passage to 1st tenors.

(A tiny reallocation of the male lines has been made at bars 75-76 also.)



where her infant lay.

Her soul, joyful,
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was suffused by jubilation.

happy and passionate,
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was that immaculate one,

O how happy and blessed
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Un poco meno lento
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was glad when she looked on

and laughed.
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the birth of the noble child.
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Who is there who would not rejoice

Tempo 1

poco rit.
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Who would not share her gladness,
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playing with her son?

seeing the mother of Christ
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For the sins of his people,
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and subjected to the cold.

she saw Christ with the animals

poco rit.
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admired,

She saw her sweet baby

Un poco meno lento
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amidst vile conditions.

poco rit.
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, fount of love,

Oh Mother

Tempo 1 ma senza slentare
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Grant that my heart may burn
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that I may be pleasing to Him.

in loving Christ and God,
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Holy Mother, do this:
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Un poco meno lento
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Of your son,

engrave them on our hearts
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share with me the sufferings (of your Son).
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@ Poco a poco animando il tempo (ma non troppo)

and cleave to the little Jesus

Let me rejoice with you
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Let your ardour be in me,

for as long as I shall live.
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Grant that I may share this ardour,

whilst I am in exile here.

make me rejoice in the little boy
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to this desire.
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do not be bitter towards me,

Virgin of virgins most excellent,
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Let me carry the beautiful Strong One

let me know the infant.
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willingly giving up his life.

who, through His birth, overcame death,
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Let me be satisfied with you,

poco a poco cresc. ed accelerando
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inebriated with your Son
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When my body shall die,

protected by His grace.
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Grant that my soul be given
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